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22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carers,  

Thank you to parents/carers in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 for completing the form about whether your child will return to 
school, should we be re-opening our school to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils. There were quite a few parents who were not 
sure for various reasons and I completely agree that there are many things to consider. I have been heartened by parents who 
have emailed me with their trust and complete support, shared some concerns and asked questions, which we have answered as 
openly and honestly as we can. 

As I have explained previously, teachers’ unions have expressed concern about the re-opening of schools from the 1st June, and 
the advice we are receiving from various departments and bodies is changing on a daily basis. As you may have seen, some schools 
within our area have taken the decision to not re-open their school to pupils at this time. Further to this, I am attaching a letter 
from the Directors of Children’s Services for Cheshire West and Chester, received yesterday. Following a wide ranging consultation 
with headteachers and unions, they have strongly advised schools within Cheshire West and Chester to delay the opening of 
schools to more children. At the very earliest, until the 8th June, and subject to any further developments in national advice and 
guidance.  

The latest advice is to continue to prepare for opening to these year groups, in the safest possible way. As a school and as a Trust, 
we are continuing to prepare for the wider opening of our school to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children and our risk assessment 
goes to the board for approval over the next few days. Whilst our school won’t be open to more children until after the 8th June, 
our provision for the children of key workers will continue to be. Please complete this form if you will require this provision as a 
key worker. 

I know that this announcement that we won’t be re-opening from the 1st June will be disappointing for some, but we have to 
follow the local authority and union guidelines, and the risk assessment findings, to ensure that school is as safe as it can be during 
this pandemic. In the meantime, school will continue to provide home learning activities via Google Classroom.  

As part of the planning we are currently undertaking for the potential re-opening of our school, we have prepared a FAQ 
document, which you can find to follow. You may also wish to view the information from the government for parents/carers about 
the wider opening of schools. The Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline on 0800 046 8687 is also available over the 
bank holiday weekend, 10am to 4pm Saturday, Sunday and Monday.  

Please be assured that we are continuing to work extremely hard to prepare for re-opening of our school, and we will keep you 
informed on a regular basis of our progress and of any new information or guidance that is provided to us.   I will available on 
Tuesday 2nd June between 9.00am and 3pm on 0151 3382244 if you would like to contact me to ask any questions or discuss any 
concerns, and if your child would like to phone to tell me how they are, and have a chat, then it would be lovely to hear from them 
too.  

Frequently asked questions about the potential re-opening of our school to more pupils 

Question: What changes could there be if school re-opens to more children? 
 
Answer: School would be very different to how we know it due to children being in ‘bubbles’, having staggered starts, staggered 
lunchtimes, eating their lunch in their classroom, working outside more often, being unable to see all of their friends and peers 
and being restricted as to where they can go and when. I also know that our children are very resilient to change and they will 
quickly adapt.  

 
Question: Would it be possible for my child to attend school for less than the proposed four days, or for half days? What if my 
circumstances may change? 
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Answer: As a school we have agreed that if we re-open, it would be better for the children to be in school for the full four days, 
as we will be able to plan more effectively and maintain the group ‘bubbles’. If your circumstances may change and you may 
need to send your child into school, then we would suggest that they come in every day we are open. We feel that this would 
be better for the emotional and academic needs of our children. I’m sure that you can appreciate that any re-opening would 
be a major logistical challenge, so we need it to be as simple as possible for the sake of our children and staff. 

 
Question: Would you be able to provide a more in depth description of what a day would be like for children? 
Answer: Yes, if we are able to re-open, we will be asking for definitive yes or no answer as to whether your child will be attending 
school. To aid this, we will provide an idea of timetables for the children. 

 
Question: I am unsure about sending my child back to school, what is your advice? 
 
Answer: It is understandable to have concerns about your child returning to school under the current circumstances, it really 
is a very disjointed picture and very challenging for all concerned. However, we are doing our best to put as much into place to 
keep our children and staff as safe as we possibly can. Whilst we will attempt to support our families, and be transparent about 
our plans and procedures to keep our children and families safe, the decision about whether to send your child back to school 
is one that only you can make. What I would say, however, is that children often adapt much quicker than we anticipate.  

 
Question: What will the curriculum be like when more children return to school?  
 
Answer: As a direct consequence to this situation, when we do return to school, our curriculum will need to focus on our 
children’s wellbeing and on their transition back into school. This is something we are planning for at the moment. We will 
also be planning how to ascertain where there are gaps in learning and we will be adapting the curriculum to meet the needs 
of our children and address the gaps that will undoubtedly exist. Please be assured, we will put the needs of the children first 
when we do return. 

 
Question: Will my child be able to attend after school club? 
 
Answer: In order to maintain the safety of children within our bubbles, before and after school club would not be available 
for Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 children returning to school. 

 
Question: Will the school office be available if you re-open? 
 
Answer: If you need to speak to our school office, we ask that you please contact us to make an appointment. This will enable 
us to manage numbers of visitors to our office area at any one time.  

 
Question: When dropping off and collecting at school, can we bring siblings who are not yet back at school?  
Answer: Whilst the intention is to keep the numbers of people on site down to a bare minimum, clearly this would be an 
issue for several families. If we do re-open school, you can bring siblings with you when dropping off and collecting your 
Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 child. We would just ask that you please follow the one-way system that will be in place and keep 
your children with you.  

 
Question: My child has 1:1 support, will this provision be available to them if they return to school? 
 
Answer: We are planning for 1:1 support to be in place for any child who will be returning to school. 

 
Question: Will there be any assistance available for children requiring support at lunchtime? 
 
Answer: Adults will be on hand in the group ‘bubble’ to support the children, consequently if a child needs support with their 
lunchtime routine, this will be available.  
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Question: If my child does not return to school, will I still receive updates on the measures that will be in place if/when school 
reopens? 
 
Answer: Yes, all parents will be kept up to date with information and plans as we progress, not just those who plan for their 
child(ren) to return to school if we re-open, and not just families with children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. It is a very fluid 
structure at the moment and advice from various sources changes on an almost daily basis. Therefore, we are making plans 
that we feel are right for our community, children, staff and school. 

 
Question: Will my child be taught by their usual teacher/teaching assistant? 
 
Answer: Where we possibly can, our intention is to have the bubbles working with a member of staff that they know. How we 
deploy staff will depend on the number of children. The availability of staff is also a factor that we need to consider. We have 
made some allocation with back up but, obviously, we are making plans for the future so things may change. 

 
Question: If, say, 30 children from reception came back to school if you re-open, would they be put into 6 classes of 5 or two 
classes of 15?  
Answer: We would keep groups to smaller numbers to enable us to increase numbers if necessary and deploy staff more 
effectively. 

 
Question: Will key worker children be kept together? 
Answer: Our initial thinking was to have our key worker families with their year groups who were coming into school. 
However, this view may change subject to the advice coming from the government now. Current planning would keep them 
in their own bubble moving forward, but we will need to consider the impact of this on other bubbles moving forward, again 
subject to the changing advice that we receive. 

  
Question: Will hot meals be available for all children?  
 
Answer: Whilst traditional hot meals will not be available, if we re-open, we will be able to offer a ‘hot’ packed lunch, 
something that is warm but can be packed into a bag for the children to eat in their classroom. 

 
Question: Are there going to be less toys/activities in the class room and outside so as to be able to keep on top of cleaning 
etc.?  
Answer: Yes, our Early Years team will identify which resources will be available if we re-open and remove some that we 
won’t need from the classroom areas. We will be cleaning throughout the day. When a group of children are using 
equipment, the equipment will be cleaned before any other group have access to them. Another reason for not being open 
on a Friday for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 is to ensure that all classrooms and large equipment can be deep cleaned too. 

 
 Question: What are the plans for children for September?  
 
Answer: We are thinking about all of our children and discussing plans for September as a team presently. These plans 
include what assessments we can put in place now, what we can share with parents for the summer holidays and what we 
wish to assess in September, once the children have settled back into school, to find out what gaps in learning there are and 
how best to fill these gaps. Needless to say, there are going to many challenges ahead, school will be different for some time, 
but we will do our best for our children and families, and together we can overcome any challenge. 

 
Question: When the teacher/teaching assistant has their lunch will they stay with their group of children in the reception 
building? 
Answer: If we re-open, we will be maintaining the ‘bubble’ to the best of our ability. When outside, class ‘bubbles’, we will be 
allocated areas to go to. It is our intention to keep the same staff with the same class ‘bubble’. Obviously if/when staff need a 
comfort break, then we will need to ensure that the children are supervised, but this may be from a distance. As we progress 
with our planning, more of the practicalities can be risk assessed and planned for, then we can make final and informed 
decisions about the finer details of the provision that we can offer if we re-open. 
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Question: Will children’s temperatures be taken when arriving at school? 
 
Answer: The medical advice we have received is that taking temperatures would not be necessary and that younger children 
don't tend to get a temperature with coronavirus and if they did they would have been contagious previously, as a 
temperature would appear later on if the child had been infected. Consequently, we will ask parents to take temperatures at 
home. We will be asking parents to be very vigilant with their children's health, as no child with symptoms would be allowed 
in school. 

 
Question: Will my child be academically or socially disadvantaged if I choose not to send them to school? 
Answer: This is a difficult question to answer, just as it is a very difficult decision for parents/carers to make as to whether 
their Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 child will attend if school re-opens. A return to school will be a return to learning and a 
return to the school environment, however different it may be. Whilst our current home learning arrangements have been 
very successful for all concerned; especially how our team has set home learning activities via Google Classroom and how our 
families have engaged so well in them, there could be a potential disadvantage for a child academically and socially in not 
returning. If we re-open and you choose not to send your child back to school, please be assured that we will do our utmost 
to address learning gaps once they do return.  

 
Question: Can my child continue to attend two settings, for example, being picked up after school to attend an after school 
club? 
 
Answer: The current advice that we are receiving is that children attending two settings should be discouraged, as it increases 
the possibility for cross contamination and increases the risk for children in each setting.   

 
Kindest regards 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Z Carciero 
Executive Principal 
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